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few months in Cambridgeshire. He has been inspired by 
medieval style feasts and it will feature some of the 
objects made by community groups. 

“North Cambridge is a wonderfully creative and vibrant 
community with its own long and inspiring history.” says 
Karen Thomas, Community Officer. “The Gathering 
celebrates this community’s association with agriculture 
and food production from Roman times to Chiver’s Jam 
and Jellies to the present day. We are so excited to bring 
together these artworks made by community members 
for this fun day.” 

Local groups we have been collaborating with include: 
Rowan, Romsey Mill, The Grove Primary School, 
Orchard Park Youth Club, Grovebury Ladies, Cambridge 
Manor Care Home, The Red Hen Project, Cambridge 
Community Arts, Cambridge African Network and more.
 
The Open House programme is inspired by Jim and 
Helen Ede who kept an ‘open house’ at their home, 
Kettle’s Yard. Reflecting on Jim Ede’s vision for Kettle’s 
Yard that art should be an integral part of life, Open 
House is open to everyone in North Cambridge. It 
supports pioneering art practice and values a direct 
experience with artworks as well as the beauty found in 
natural forms and everyday objects. 

Photo opportunities: 
Saturday 16th September  
1pm preview, 2-5pm Gathering, 6pm Feast 

North Cambridge Academy,  
Arbury Road,  
Cambridge,  
CB4 2JF

Artist Harold Offeh is welcoming people in North 
Cambridge to celebrate locally grown and made food and 
domestic design this September. Offeh is North 
Cambridge’s current artist-in-residence as part of a 
project called Open House, a partnership between 
Kettle’s Yard and the local community.

Offeh has been working with local residents and 
community groups over the summer, exploring the design 
of recognisable objects and learning about food from 
local gardeners. The Gathering this September will bring 
the community together to celebrate food and design in 
North Cambridge. 

Harold Offeh said: “I’m really looking forward to the 
Gathering. Over the past six months I’ve really enjoyed 
the conversations with the staggeringly diverse 
communities across North Cambridge. The Gathering 
provides an opportunity for all the different groups we’ve 
been working with to showcase their skills, talents and 
histories with wider audiences. The event is a chance to 
present and share the Open House collection and create 
new opportunities for people to meet and make.”

Harold Offeh and Open House will encourage locals to 
share recipes with each other, learn from gardeners and 
discover North Cambridge’s allotments. There will also 
be a display of artwork created by local people 
throughout the residency as well as artworks from the 
Kettle’s Yard collection.

After the Gathering, Harold will host an invite-only feast 
for people who have been working with him over the last 

Open House Artist invites 
you to celebrate local food 
at a public Gathering

Saturday 16th September 2017
2 – 5pm, FREE  

Above, The Red Hen Project workshop, August 2017

Above left, Open House workshop at Arbury Carnival
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Notes on the artist
Harold Offeh was born in Accra, Ghana in 1977 and grew up in 
London. Offeh works in a range of media including performance, 
video, photography, learning and social arts practice. Offeh often 
employs humour as a means to confront the viewer with historical 
narratives and contemporary culture and is interested in the space 
created by the inhabiting or embodying of history. 

His current project ‘Covers’ sees the artist embody images from 
popular culture in a series of attempts to transform music album 
sleeves by black singers from the 1970s and ‘80s. He has exhibited 
widely in the UK and internationally. He lives in Cambridge and 
works in Leeds and London, UK. 

www.haroldoffeh.com

Open House
Open House is a three-year creative programme in partnership 
with communities in North Cambridge and Kettle’s Yard. Each 
year we work with an ‘Artist in Residence’ who is selected by 
people who live and work in North Cambridge to deliver an 
exciting and innovative programme of arts activities.
Open House is funded by Paul Hamlyn Foundation and 
Cambridge City Council.

www.kettlesyard.co.uk/learn/open-house-artist-residency/
facebook.com/openhousecambridge/
Twitter: @OpenHouseCam
Instagram: @OpenHouseCambridge

Paul Hamlyn Foundation
The Paul Hamlyn Foundation is one of the larger independent 
grant-making foundations in the UK. The foundation makes 
grants to organisations which aim to maximise opportunities for 
individuals to experience a full quality of life, both now and in the 
future. In particular they are concerned with children and young 
people, and others who are disadvantaged. 

www.phf.org.uk 

Kettle’s Yard
Kettle’s Yard is one of Britain’s best galleries - a beautiful and 
unique house with a distinctive modern art collection, and a 
gallery exhibiting modern and contemporary art. Supporting this 
is an established learning programme, archive, and programme of 
chamber concerts. Kettle’s Yard’s mission is to contribute to 
society by inspiring and engaging audiences through art, learning 
and research of the highest quality. We believe that great art 
should not be the privilege of the few, but for everyone. Our 
values reflect Kettle’s Yard’s creator Jim Ede’s support for artists 
and belief in art’s power to make us look again and change how 
we act in the world. 

Attracting over 70,000 visitors a year, Kettle’s Yard is one of eight 
University of Cambridge Museums. On 22 June 2015 Kettle’s 
Yard closed for a major redevelopment to greatly improve facilities 
for visitors, artists and children and young people. The plans 
include a four-floor Education Wing, remodelled and 
environmentally controlled exhibition galleries and a new 
entrance space with a cafe. For more see the website: www.
kettlesyard.co.uk/about/development-plans/ 

Open House forms a key part of Kettle’s Yard commitment to 
build a dynamic and creative long-term relationship with its 
neighbouring communities of North Cambridge. 

www.kettlesyard.co.uk 


