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Press Release

Working in partnership, communities in North 
Cambridge and Kettle’s Yard are delivering an exciting 
three-year creative programme, ‘Open House: Art and 
Engagement in North Cambridge’, funded by the Paul 
Hamlyn Foundation and Cambridge City Council. Open 
House works collaboratively with community partners 
and artists to develop a dynamic programme of events, 
exhibitions, residencies and activities, which are situated 
in and around the north of the city. 

The Open House programme is inspired by Jim and 
Helen Ede who kept an ‘open house’ at their home, 
Kettle’s Yard, prior to gifting the house and collection to 
the University of Cambridge. Reflecting on Jim Ede’s 
vision for Kettle’s Yard that art should be an integral part 
of life, Open House is open to everyone in North 
Cambridge. It supports pioneering art practice and values 
a direct experience with artworks as well as the beauty 
found in natural forms and everyday objects. 

The outcomes of the residency are not predetermined, 
allowing the programme to be an open and responsive 
exchange between the artist, communities and Kettle’s 
Yard. This exciting approach of working collaboratively 
with local residents will encourage a wide range of 
people to get involved, come together, and celebrate the 
creativity and community of North Cambridge. 

Harold is our third Open House Artist in Residence, and 
is“really excited to work with the communities of North 
Cambridge on this project, and to be inspired by the 
wonderful Kettle’s Yard collection to explore how we can 
tell the stories of this neighbourhood together.”

At a public meeting at North Cambridge Academy on the 
24th February, members of the public and students at the 
school voted to select Harold Offeh as the next Open 
House Artist in Residence for North Cambridge. Harold 
will be working with communities in North Cambridge 
to explore the local area from now until the end of 
September 2017.

Harold Offeh said: “I’m really looking forward to 
meeting and working closely with North Cambridge’s 
diverse and dynamic communities. I hope over the course 
of the residency, utilising Kettle’s Yard as a resource, we 
can collectively explore and make visible the rich 
histories and narratives of the people and places of this 
exciting community.”

Over the next few months Harold Offeh will be 
exploring the history and contemporary culture across 
the north of the city. In particular, the Arbury Carnival, 
which celebrates its 40th anniversary this year. He will 
also be researching Kettle’s Yard to develop engaging and 
inspiring projects in collaboration with the community. 

Alan Soer, Manager of Arbury Community Centre and 
Chair of Arbury Carnival said: “For the past two years 
the local community has greatly benefited from the Open 
House project. This third year starts with the selection of 
Harold Offeh as our third artist in residence. His 
previous installations in various communities have been 
awesome and we all look forward to working together 
with Harold on this year’s project.”
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Above, Harold Offeh, photo: Peckham Platform

Above left, Harold Offeh portrait, photo: Deryn Channer
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Notes on the artist
Harold Offeh was born in Accra, Ghana in 1977 and grew up in 
London. Offeh works in a range of media including performance, 
video, photography, learning and social arts practice. Offeh often 
employs humour as a means to confront the viewer with historical 
narratives and contemporary culture and is interested in the space 
created by the inhabiting or embodying of history. 

He has exhibited widely in the UK and internationally. In 2017 
he’ll be exhibiting as part of Untitled: art on the conditions of our 
time at New Art Exchange in Nottingham, UK and Tous, des 
sangs-mêlés at MAC VAL, Museum of Contemporary Art in Val 
de Marne, France. He lives in Cambridge and works in Leeds and 
London, UK. 

www.haroldoffeh.com

Open House
Open House is a three-year creative programme in partnership 
with communities in North Cambridge and Kettle’s Yard. Each 
year we work with an ‘Artist in Residence’ who is selected by 
people who live and work in North Cambridge to deliver an 
exciting and innovative programme of arts activities.
Open House is funded by Paul Hamlyn Foundation and 
Cambridge City Council.

www.kettlesyard.co.uk/learn/open-house-artist-residency/
facebook.com/openhousecambridge/
Twitter: @OpenHouseCam
Instagram: @OpenHouseCambridge

Paul Hamlyn Foundation
The Paul Hamlyn Foundation is one of the larger independent 
grant-making foundations in the UK. The foundation makes 
grants to organisations which aim to maximise opportunities for 
individuals to experience a full quality of life, both now and in the 
future. In particular they are concerned with children and young 
people, and others who are disadvantaged. 

www.phf.org.uk 

Kettle’s Yard
Kettle’s Yard is one of Britain’s best galleries - a beautiful and 
unique house with a distinctive modern art collection, and a 
gallery exhibiting modern and contemporary art. Supporting this 
is an established learning programme, archive, and programme of 
chamber concerts. Kettle’s Yard’s mission is to contribute to 
society by inspiring and engaging audiences through art, learning 
and research of the highest quality. We believe that great art 
should not be the privilege of the few, but for everyone. Our 
values reflect Kettle’s Yard’s creator Jim Ede’s support for artists 
and belief in art’s power to make us look again and change how 
we act in the world. 

Attracting over 70,000 visitors a year, Kettle’s Yard is one of eight 
University of Cambridge Museums. On 22 June 2015 Kettle’s 
Yard closed for a major redevelopment to greatly improve facilities 
for visitors, artists and children and young people. The plans 
include a four-floor Education Wing, remodelled and 
environmentally controlled exhibition galleries and a new 
entrance space with a cafe. For more see the website: www.
kettlesyard.co.uk/about/development-plans/ 

Open House forms a key part of Kettle’s Yard commitment to 
build a dynamic and creative long-term relationship with its 
neighbouring communities of North Cambridge. 

www.kettlesyard.co.uk 


