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Press Release

Kettle’s Yard is celebrating 50 years since the gift of 
Kettle’s Yard to the University of Cambridge with ten 
exhibitions in new places and spaces. For one of these 
exhibitions Kettle’s Yard has invited Jesse Wine to create 
an installation at the Museum of Cambridge. The 
Museum is Kettle’s Yard’s neighbour, housed in a 
seventeenth century timber-framed building, formerly a 
pub, the wonderfully eclectic collections are displayed in 
nine themed rooms across three floors.

For this project, Wine invites visitors to the Museum of 
Cambridge to embark on an alternative, immersive 
journey through the Museum’s spaces.

Playing on the familiar form of the museum audio tour, 
Wine brings together objects with spoken word, music 
and an intervention in the Museum’s lighting system to 
spin a new narrative that subverts the usual experience of 
viewing. Drawing inspiration both from the Museum’s 
eclectic collection of objects that chart the history of 
local society, from vacuum cleaners to voodoo dolls, and 
the rich and murky, or ‘sludgy’, history of folklore in 
Cambridgeshire’s fenland landscape, Wine’s re-
appropriation blurs the boundaries of fact and fiction, 
time and place.

Wine takes particular interest in the story of Joseph 
Hempsell, a ‘fen slodger’ who disappeared in mysterious 
circumstances in the watery depths of the fens before 
returning as a ghost. His story will play out through new 
works by Wine, as well as objects from the collections of 
the Museum of Cambridge and Kettle’s Yard, selected by 
the artist, including works by Max Ernst, Henri 

SLUDGY PORTRAIT OF 
HIMSELF

Gaudier-Brzeska and Ben Nicholson. In the spirit of Jim 
Ede’s renowned personal tours of the Kettle’s Yard 
House, Wine takes on the role of narrator in the audio 
tour and guides visitors on a unique journey through the 
Museum, dipping into folklore, contemporary culture 
and art history. The audio tour is produced in 
collaboration with London based musician Daniel 
Woolhouse. 

To feature in particular are new ceramic tabletop works 
by Wine that comprise disconnected sections of shoes, 
socks and amorphous forms mounted on tiles, which 
when considered together suggest a surrealist reclining 
figure.

 

Jesse Wine at the Museum 
of Cambridge
Commissioned by Kettle’s 
Yard
29 October – 5 February 
2017

Jesse Wine Well nice. Proper nice II 2014. Courtesy the artist; Mary 
Mary Glasgow.

Museum of Cambridge Collection



For further information and images 
Please contact Susie Biller or Freya Jewitt 
press@kettlesyard.cam.ac.uk
T. +44 (0)1223 748 100  
F. +44 (0)1223 324 377

Kettle’s Yard 
University of Cambridge
Castle Street, 
Cambridge CB3 0AQ 

+44 (0)1223 748 100 
mail@kettlesyard.cam.ac.uk
kettlesyard.co.uk

Press Release

Editors Notes

Jesse Wine (b.1983) is a British artist who is based in 
New York. Wine graduated from the Royal College of 
Art in 2010 and his work has been exhibited 
internationally since. In 2013-14 Wine was the recipient 
of the Camden Arts Ceramics fellowship and his work 
has recently been included in the British Art Show 8. 
He is represented by Mary Mary, Glasgow, who will 
stage a solo show of his works in November 2016.

Daniel Woolhouse (b.1984) is a British musician and 
producer based in Margate. Woolhouse studied at 
Wimbledon College of Art and previously released 
music under the alias Deptford Goth. Woolhouse will 
release a new album with his label 37 Adventures on 28 
October 2016.

Kettle’s Yard is currently closed for a major building 
project. This exhibition is part of our off-site 
programme of exhibitions and events: Kettle’s Yard in 
new places and spaces: Celebrating 50 years as part of 
the University of Cambridge 1966-2016. Find out about 
the whole programme here:  
www.kettlesyard.co.uk/fifty

The Museum of Cambridge (Formerly Cambridge & 
County Folk Museum) is celebrating its 80th 
anniversary this year. The Museum was set up in 1936 
by leading members of the town and University with the 
aim ‘to interest the ordinary citizen in aspects of local 
social life which were fast disappearing in 
Cambridgeshire’, an ethos which is still held today. The 
museum is housed in a 17th-century timber-framed 
building, which was formerly the White Horse Inn for 
300 years. The wonderful and varied collections are 
displayed in nine room settings including the bar, the 
kitchen, the fens and folklore room and the playroom. 
Each room is filled with intriguing objects, some dating 
back to the 1600s, as well as familiar household items.  

Max Ernst, Figure, 1925, DACS 2010


