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Nicholson and Wood introduced Jim Ede, the founder of 
Kettle’s Yard, to Wallis’ paintings. Like Nicholson and 
Wood, Ede admired Wallis’ ability to express so 
effectively the power of the sea through paint, and went 
on to acquire over 100 of his paintings.

Many of Wallis’ paintings, alongside two paintings 
Christopher Wood made under Wallis’ influence, are 
presented in this display. It shows two artists’ distinct 
styles and experiences of the sea and shore.

Whilst the redevelopment project continues at the Castle 
Street site, so too does the Kettle’s Yard off-site 
programme, presenting a unique opportunity for 
artworks that are usually permanently displayed in the 
rooms of the Kettle’s Yard House to be experienced in 
new and inspiring spaces.

The Kettle’s Yard collection comes to the Fitzwilliam 
Museum for a third time with a new small exhibition, 
Sea to Shore, which brings together paintings by British 
artists Alfred Wallis (1855-1942) and Christopher Wood 
(1901-1930). Both artists are represented by their 
paintings of seascapes, ships and boats.

Alfred Wallis took up painting in his seventies, ‘for 
company’ following the death of his wife in 1922. 
Working from a small terraced cottage in St Ives, 
Cornwall, he produced hundreds of paintings using the 
materials around him, from industrial ship paint to 
scraps of cardboard packaging. In the 1870’s Wallis had 
been a ‘mariner, merchant service’, crossing the Atlantic, 
before going on to work on smaller fishing boats closer 
to shore. It is from these experiences that he took 
inspiration; he almost always painted from memory, 
recalling his days at sea.

In contrast Christopher Wood was young, worldly and 
ambitious for his art, living in Paris for much of his short 
life. During a visit to St Ives with fellow artist Ben 
Nicholson in 1928, he encountered Wallis for the first 
time. Wallis’ untutored style and inventive use of 
materials had a marked effect on Wood’s stylistic 
development. In that year he wrote: “I am more and 
more influenced by Alfred Wallis, not a bad master 
though”

Sea to Shore: Paintings by 
Alfred Wallis & Christopher 
Wood

Kettle’s Yard’s third exhibition at the 
Fitzwilliam Museum

Christopher Wood, Building the Boat, Tréboul, 1930

Alfred Wallis, Small boat in a rough sea, circa 1936



For further information and images 
Please contact Susie Biller
press@kettlesyard.cam.ac.uk
T. +44 (0)1223 748 100  
F. +44 (0)1223 324 377

Kettle’s Yard 
University of Cambridge
Castle Street, 
Cambridge CB3 0AQ 

+44 (0)1223 748 100 
mail@kettlesyard.cam.ac.uk
kettlesyard.co.uk

Press Release

Kettle’s Yard
Kettle’s Yard is one of Britain’s best galleries - a beautiful and 
unique house with a distinctive modern art collection, and a 
gallery exhibiting modern and contemporary art. Supporting this 
is an established learning programme, archive, and programme of 
chamber concerts. Kettle’s Yard’s mission is to contribute to 
society by inspiring and engaging audiences through art, learning 
and research of the highest quality. We believe that great art 
should not be the privilege of the few, but for everyone. Our 
values reflect Kettle’s Yard’s creator Jim Ede’s support for artists 
and belief in art’s power to make us look again and change how 
we act in the world. 

Attracting over 70,000 visitors a year, Kettle’s Yard is one of eight 
University of Cambridge Museums. On 22 June 2015 Kettle’s 
Yard closed for a major redevelopment to greatly improve facilities 
for visitors, artists and children and young people. The plans 
include a four-floor Education Wing, remodelled and 
environmentally controlled exhibition galleries and a new 
entrance space with a cafe. For more see the website: www.
kettlesyard.co.uk/about/development-plans/ 

www.kettlesyard.co.uk 

Notes on the artists
Alfred Wallis was born in Devon. He was a fisherman and later a 
scrap-metal merchant in St Ives. After the death of his wife in 
1922, he turned to painting as a way of fending off loneliness. He 
was admired by Ben Nicholson and Christopher Wood, who came 
across his work when visiting St Ives in 1928 and included it in the 
Seven & Five Society’s exhibition of 1929. He died in Madron 
Poorhouse. Extensive information on Wallis is available at www.
alfredwallis.org.uk

Christopher Wood was born in Liverpool. Through extended 
visits to Paris between 1921 and 1924 he came into contact with 
the European avant-garde, meeting Pablo Picasso and Jean 
Cocteau in 1923. In Britain he became close friends with Ben and 
Winifred Nicholson, painting with them in Cumberland in 1928. 
That year he also met Alfred Wallis on a visit to St Ives with Ben 
Nicholson, and lived near Wallis for several months. He first 
visited Brittany in 1929, returning in 1930. During his Parisian 
years Wood was introduced to opium by Cocteau. He became 
addicted to it and was under the drug’s influence when he was 
killed by a train at Salisbury station.

The Fitzwilliam Museum
The Fitzwilliam Museum is the largest art museum of the 
University of Cambridge, with world-class collections spanning 
centuries and civilisations. The Fitzwilliams’ treasures range from 
Ancient Egyptian, Greek and Roman antiquities to the arts of the 
21st century, and include masterpieces by Titian, Canaletto and 
Picasso, illuminated manuscripts, Renaissance sculpture, medieval 
coins and outstanding collections of Oriental and applied arts.

http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/


