
North to Manchester    Friends of Kettle’s Yard trip 21–24 September 2017 
 

 
No longer grim, Manchester is a regenerated and vibrant city. Our long weekend visit will take in 
some of its most impressive sights.  
 We will explore Manchester’s architectural heritage with a guided walk by the Manchester 
Modernist Society. Champions of the twentieth century buildings in Manchester, they will introduce us 
to the varied architecture and design within the city centre.  
 The Whitworth Gallery was voted Museum of the Year 2015 after a transforming extension. A 
morning visit will include a tour of the picture store and an introduction to the gallery, before a self-
guided look at the exhibition galleries and the adjacent park containing several sculptures by 
contemporary artists. Our visit concludes with lunch in the new glass box café. 
 One of the highlights of Manchester is the John Rylands Library. Opened in 1900, its stunning 
Gothic style interior contains a collection of manuscripts and early printed books, with a permanent 
display of some of the highlights. An impressive glass access area was added in 2008. There is also 
a space for temporary modern exhibitions. 
 The Sir Kenneth Green Library and Gallery on the Manchester Metropolitan University campus 
holds archives of artists’ drawings and books and twentieth century international posters. Following 
an introduction by collections staff, there will be an opportunity to view highlights of these collections 
and an exhibition of a private collection of 1960s British art. 
 A tram journey will take us to Salford Quays, to the Daniel Libeskind designed Imperial War 
Museum North. Based on the concept of a shattered globe, the interior walls and floors slope to 
disorientate the visitor. At regular intervals there are short films on the experience of war projected 
onto the walls of the main exhibition space. Opposite is the Lowry arts venue housing a large 
collection of work by L. S. Lowry, with a temporary exhibition space which can be independently 
visited while at the Quays. 
 There is an option for a visit to the Manchester Art Gallery on the first evening to attend one of 
their regular events (to be confirmed). This will give access to the permanent collection and 
temporary exhibition spaces in the modern extension. 
 The programme allows for some free time to explore other places of interest. 
 
To apply, complete the form overleaf by Monday 3 April 2017.  
 
Organiser Deborah Owen   Email deborah@theblackcats.plus.com   Telephone 01223 410114 
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Hotel  
The recently refurbished Principal Hotel, centrally located, is a Grade II listed former assurance 
company building designed by Alfred Waterhouse in 1899. The interior mixes contemporary design 
with original tiling and wood panelling.  
 
Travel 
It is not possible to group purchase train tickets without each person’s individual travel card, 
so to take advantage of discounted fares Friends are requested to purchase their own tickets. 
Please contact me if you would like to discuss options or need advice. Once your place has been 
confirmed, I will advise on my preferred route if people wish to travel together. 
Transport from the hotel to the Whitworth Gallery and on to the John Rylands Library is included. 
Other visits in Manchester and to Salford Quays are on foot or by tram (not included in price). 
 
Trip cost 
£599 per person sharing a twin room. £710 per person in a twin room with single occupancy. 
The price includes three nights bed and breakfast, all entrance and tour charges, one lunch, one 
group evening meal, travel to the Whitworth gallery and the John Rylands Library (same day). 
 
To book your place 
Return the form below by Monday 3 April 2017 to  
Deborah Owen, 79 Hills Avenue, Cambridge, CB1 7UZ   
enclosing: 
 
Deposit: a cheque payable to ‘Friends of Kettle’s Yard’, for £299 pp (twin) or £355 (single). 
Stamped addressed envelope. A5 size for supply of map. 
 
Places are limited. In the event of over subscription there will be a ballot for places. 
Final payment will be required by Monday 15 May 2017. 
You will need to arrange your own travel insurance. 
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Booking form   Friends of Kettle’s Yard     Manchester 21–24 September 2017  
 
Name(s) 
 
Address 
 
 
 
Telephone      Mobile 
 
Email address 
 
I/we would like    twin room     single room    (please tick) 
 
If you have arranged to share with another single traveller please give name. 
If you would like to be paired with a single traveller please let me know. 


