
Tea, Toast & Tattle
Breakfast and creative chit-chat 
Thursday 5 May, 9.30am – 10.30am
at North Cambridge Academy, Arbury Road
Free, all welcome
Join Open House artist Isabella Martin over 
tea, coffee and pastries at a relaxed morning 
drop-in at North Cambridge Academy. Come 
and share your stories about the area and help 
Isabella develop a new creative project.

Join Open House at an event near you!
Arbury Carnival, Sat 11 June
Chesterton Festival, Sat 18 June
Chesterton Community Day, Sat 25 June
Orchard Park Fiesta, Sat 16 July
More dates TBC!! 

Open House Artist for 2016 Announced

Newsletter April 2016

In early March, people from across North 
Cambridge selected the 2016 Open House 
Artist in Residence through a secret ballot. 
Isabella Martin was the chosen artist:

“I’m really excited to work with the 
communities of North Cambridge on this 
project, and to be inspired by the wonderful 
Kettle’s Yard collection to explore how we can 
tell the stories of this neighbourhood 
together.” Isabella Martin

Alan Soer, Open House Community Panel 
member, shared “Choosing a resident artist to 
work with the communities of North 
Cambridge has been an exciting and 
challenging experience. All the artists that 
presented to the well-attended meeting were 
of a high standard. We are really pleased to 
welcome Isabella and look forward to 
working together.”

Get Involved and Take Part

Welcome to our first Open House Newsletter! 
The newsletter will keep you up to date with 
all the latest events, news and ways you can 
get involved with Open House.

Open House
A creative collaboration between 
Kettle’s Yard and communities in 
North Cambridge

Isabella Martin 
Open House Artist in Residence 2016

Public meeting to select our second Artist in Residence

Reader Review: Students from North 
Cambridge Academy share their 
thoughts on a recent Open House event

On the evening of Tuesday 1st March, 
members of the local community were invited 
to attend a presentation event by three artists 
selected as possible candidates for the next 
artist in residence for North Cambridge. We 
first listened to a talk from the three artists 
who presented their work and ideas. This was 
followed by question and answer sessions.  
Then we had a well-needed break and the 
artists went home. We then had a discussion 
of who we thought was most suitable and 
why. This took the longest time because so 
many people had different ideas. Once 
everyone had said what they thought we made 



Learners at Chesterton’s ESOL Café have been 
making movie magic with animator Lizzie 
Hobbs. Throughout the winter the group 
created beautiful animations exploring a 
variety of methods which illustrated activities 
they do to feel relaxed. The film will be 
premiered at a special screening in May and 
can then be viewed through our Open House 
social media sites.

In April, Open House were invited to join the 
Kings Hedges Neighbourhood Partnership’s 
Easter Egg Hunt. Kettle’s Yard artist Rachel 
McGivern worked with over 20 children and 
their families who created detailed and 
colourful prints using spring flowers and 
leaves.

Keep in touch:
openhouse@kettlesyard.cam.ac.uk
facebook.com/openhousecambridge
Twitter: @OpenHouseCam
Instagram: @OpenHouseCambridge
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During 2015 Artist in Residence, Emma Smith 
teamed up with local people to create a new 
artwork exploring people’s restorative past 
times called Variations on a Weekend Theme.

Over 2,000 people from across Arbury, King’s 
Hedges, East Chesterton and Orchard Park, 
shared their advice for feeling relaxed and 
restored with Emma. The former Maskell’s 
Bakery on Akeman Street was transformed, 
and for three days in November became an 
‘art apothecary’. Visitors received informal 
‘remedies’ for relaxation over the counter.  
Some had private ‘consultations’ exploring 
hand-drawn charts with the artist, and later 
received detailed instructions for a relaxation 
activity through the post. 

We would like to say a big thank you to 
everyone who worked with Emma and Open 
House to create this amazing new artwork.

Open House Updates

our decision. Putting who we thought should 
be the next Open House artist on a voting 
slip.  It was a really fun evening because of 
everything we had to decide and I felt my 
questions were considered. After an exciting 
evening we were able to decide who we 
wanted to be our Artist in Residence. The 
winner was Isabella Martin. Well done to the 
other two artists who made it so far. It was an 
interesting night with a lot to discuss and 
think about. I liked the discussion time with 
everyone and felt it helped me to come to my 
own conclusions.

Written by Hannah Stanley, Maya Wojslaw, 
and Biapor Yingsom, Arts Ambassadors from 
North Cambridge Academy

Variations on a Weekend Theme

Variations on a Weekend Theme, photo Josh Murfitt

Front image: Activity with artist Hilary Cox, photo Josh Murfitt

Drawing workshop for families at Buchan Street ESOL Cafe sessions with animator Lizzie Hobbs

If you have any comments or suggestions we 
would love to hear from you. 


