Newsletter Winter 2017
Open House is a creative collaboration
between Kettle’s Yard and communities in
North Cambridge
Welcome to our newsletter with all the latest
news, events and ways you can get involved
Open House Gathering & Feast
We have had a wonderful year working with artist
Harold Offeh during his Open House residency in
North Cambridge.
From March to October this year, Harold worked
together with local residents to celebrate the diversity
of skills and knowledge in our community.
Harold was inspired by how Jim Ede, Kettle’s Yard’s
founder, listed many of the objects in his home in a
document called, ‘Notes on an Inventory’. The
inventory makes links between domestic objects at
Kettle’s Yard and Ede’s memories. Harold extended
this approach to his work with the community.
Offeh invited a range of artists and crafts people to
develop artworks together with local groups,
producing an impressive wealth of material. This
was displayed at the ‘Open House Gathering and
Feast’ on Saturday 16 September.
Harold hosted the free event outside at North
Cambridge Academy, which showcased design, food,
music and horticulture to reflect the cultural interests
and skills found in North Cambridge. 16 community
groups got involved with the project and created over
420 amazing artworks including ceramic platters,
bowls, cups, vases, tablecloths, coasters and placemats
which were exhibited, and then carefully used in the
evening for the ‘Feast’.
The Gathering welcomed over 350 visitors who
braved the torrential rain to enjoy free creative
activities including cookie decorating, weaving
woollen coasters, bread making, tips on growing
your own food with Growing Spaces and recycling.

Visitors making bread at the Gathering

Ceramics made by the Grovebury Ladies

There was also live music and dance performances
with SIN Cru and Efue Sey Cultural Academy, and
refreshments served by Turtle Dove.
Community participants joined Harold that evening
for the ‘Open House Feast’; a delicious meal using
the beautifully designed objects created in North
Cambridge through workshops and projects over the
summer, followed by music and Ceilidh dancing.

Harold Offeh and guests at the Feast

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone
who participated and contributed their knowledge
and skills to the Open House Gathering & Feast, and
helped create a wonderful community celebration:
Asian Women’s Health Group, Cambridge African
Network, Cambridge Community Arts, Cambridge
Cyrenian Allotments, Daily Bread, The Grove Primary
School, Growing Spaces at 37 Lawrence Way,
Grovebury Ladies, Holiday Lunches with the Church
of the Good Shepherd, Manor Care Home, Museum
of Archaeology and Anthropology, Museum of
Cambridge, North Cambridge Academy, Nuns Way
Pavilion Get Making Friday group, Old Chesterton
Allotment Society, Open House Community Panel,
Orchard Park Youth Club, Punjabi Cultural Society,
Romsey Mill Youth Club, Rowan, Sin Cru, Solitech,
The Red Hen Project, The Reform Synagogue and
Turtle Dove.

Textiles made by The Red Hen families

Family Workshops in North Cambridge
Over the last few weeks Open House has been running
creative workshops around North Cambridge, including
Holiday Lunch at Church of the Good Shepherd making
light reflecting mobiles during October half-term and
at Arbury Primary School for the Arbury Court Library
Children’s Book Festival.

The Grove Arts Award Celebration
Throughout the summer term, year 3 pupils at the
Grove Primary School worked with artists from
Kettle’s Yard to explore creativity in their community.
The pupils created mono prints with Joanne Miller,
costumes and props for Arbury Carnival with Georgie
Manly and screen printing, sound art, textured
rubbings and ceramics with Harold Offeh.
The Year 3 pupils also interviewed the artists,
discovered arts organisations such as Kettle’s Yard
and reflected upon their creative experiences in their
scrapbooks. Their hard work was rewarded as every
pupil successfully achieved their Arts Award Explore
qualification. Arts Award is a nationally recognised
qualification celebrating participation in the arts and
accredited by Trinity College London.

Guests at the Open House Feast

The New Kettle’s Yard Opens 10 February!
We are excited to welcome you to a renewed Kettle’s
Yard! After two years of development, the opening of
the new Kettle’s Yard is Saturday 10 February 2018.
The major building project has created a new four
floor Education Wing, galleries, a new entrance area
and a cafe. Join us for creative workshops and
activities in the new learning spaces, and keep an eye
out for oportunities to get involved.

“I never knew I could make these things... it was like
something new and I achieved something I never knew
I could do” Pupil from The Grove
“I found this project quite frankly inspiring”
Feedback from Arts Award moderator
The children were presented with their certificates at a
special school assembly in September by Lou Errinton
from the Paul Hamlyn Foundation who supports the
Open House programme.

The New Kettle’s Yard on Castle Street

Community Days at Kettle’s Yard
As well as continuing to work with communities in
North Cambridge, Kettle’s Yard will be hosting
‘Community Days’ on the last Tuesday of every month,
11am to 4pm. There will be free and fun creative
activites, talks, tours and more for all ages. Everyone
is welcome! More details at kettlesyard.co.uk/whatson

Volunteer Open Days at Kettle’s Yard
Celebration of artworks by The Grove pupils

Sarah Plumb passes her PhD
Open House is a unique programme and has been the
subject of PhD candidate Sarah Plumb from School
of Museum Studies, University of Leicester. Sarah was
interested in what the impact of artists who create work
with communities can have. Some of you will have met
Sarah and assisted her with her research, which has
proved invaluable to the development of Open House.
We’re delighted to announce that Sarah passed her PhD
with flying colours and is officially Dr. Sarah Plumb!
We wish her all the best in her future endeavours.

We are looking for volunteers who are engaging,
enthusiastic people to join our team. Get involved at
Kettle’s Yard and develop new skills, share your
knowledge with others, meet new people and try
something different! If you’d like to find out about
available opportunities, please drop in and say hello!
Friday 8 December, 11am - 1.30pm
Saturday 9 December, 11am - 2.30pm
At Kettle’s Yard, Castle Street, CB3 0AQ. No booking
required. Please come to the entrance off Castle Street.
openhouse@kettlesyard.cam.ac.uk
facebook.com/openhousecambridge

