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Programme Highlights
ARTIST ROOMS Louise Bourgeois
22 January – 24 March 2019
Sackler Gallery
This new exhibition of sculptures, prints and drawings
by Louise Bourgeois (1911-2010) traces pivotal moments
in the artist’s long career. Highlights will include bronze
sculpture Tits (1967), hanging fabric sculptures Single II
and Couple I (1996), wall-sculpture Spider I (1995) and
a late example of the iconic cell series, Cell XIV [Portrait]
(2000). The selection of works seeks to reveal Bourgeois’
experimentation across media and her recurrent focus on
the body, gender, identity and autobiography. Bourgeois
was born in Paris and lived and worked in New York
from 1938 but the importance of her work was not fully
recognised until the 1970s, when her career was
reinvigorated by a new generation of women artists. This
exhibition is drawn from the ARTIST ROOMS
collection.

Julie Mehretu:
Drawings and Monotypes
22 January – 24 March 2019
Gallery 2
Invited to exhibit alongside Louise Bourgeois, Julie
Mehretu (born 1970 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, based in
New York) is making an installation of new drawings
and monotypes for Kettle’s Yard. The exhibition is the
artist’s first solo exhibition in a public gallery in the UK.
Inspired by current world issues, including race riots in
the USA and the war in Syria, and drawing from her
personal biography and the history of abstraction,
Mehretu’s work interrogates the present with urgency
and lyricism. The richly layered works to be displayed at
Kettle’s Yard extend Mehretu’s dynamic exploration of
the potential of drawing and mark making, which are
fundamental to her practice. Glenn Ligon has described
the artist’s work as ‘traversed by history ... grounded in
urgent political and social questions while simultaneously
troubling the limits of abstract painting’.
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Louise Bourgeois, COUPLE I, 1996. Fabric, hanging piece. 80 x
27 x 28”; 203.2 x 68.6 x 71.1 cm. 6’8” x 27” x 28. Collection
ARTIST ROOMS: National Galleries of Scotland and Tate.

Oscar Murillo
9 April – 23 June 2019
All galleries
Oscar Murillo (born 1986 La Paila, Colombia, based in
London) will be presenting a new body of work in his
first solo exhibition at a UK public institution since his
acclaimed 2013 exhibition at South London Gallery.
Murillo’s multifaceted and highly charged practice offers
an expressive reflection of his experience of displacement,
and the human and economic fallout of globalisation.
Including painting, installation, video and live
performance, and utilising spaces beyond the galleries,
the exhibition will be as much live transmission as a
static display, reflecting the artist’s itinerant life since
arriving as an immigrant to London from Colombia with
his family in the 1990s.

Press Release
Artist Unknown: Art and Artefacts from
the University of Cambridge Museums
and Collections
9 July – 22 September 2019
Sackler Gallery
Spanning centuries and originating from around the
world, this diverse array of artworks and artefacts has all
been catalogued as ‘artist unknown’. A painted fragment
from an Ancient Egyptian coffin, complete with the
maker’s fingerprints, will be displayed alongside
stunningly decorated bark cloth from the Pacific Islands.
A delicate engraving of a ship on a whale’s tooth made at
sea will join miniature paintings of Indian society,
forgeries of elaborate scientific instruments and botanical
watercolours brimming with plant life in this pioneering
exhibition. Not knowing, in each instance, who the artist
or maker is, shifts our attention from a name and a
known or imagined persona, to focus instead on the
multiple reasons why the creator is lost to history.
Drawing on new research, the exhibition will explore
how the multifarious practices of art and craft, often
when linked to scientific research, have conspired to
remember some artists but not others. The exhibition
throws a light too on the nature of collecting itself,
during eras of exploration and colonialism.

Homelands: Art from Bangladesh,
India, and Pakistan
12 November 2019 – 2 February 2020
All galleries
This new exhibition of work by twelve contemporary
artists from Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, will explore
the continuing resonances of geo-political upheavals in
the region since the Partition of India in 1947 and the
independence of Bangladesh in 1971. Addressing themes
such as migration and diaspora, the exhibition will
feature new work from artists including Shilpa Gupta,
Zarina Hashmi, Sohrab Hura, Seher Shah and Munef
Wasif. Painting, photography, sculpture and installation
will all be represented and the exhibition will also
include a live performance by Nikhil Chopra (b. 1974),
who will be creating a new work in the exhibition.

Jennifer Lee
9 July – 22 September 2019
Gallery 2
Presenting work selected from four decades of making
pots, this exhibition will be Jennifer Lee’s (b. 1956) first
solo exhibition in a UK public gallery since 1994. Lee has
achieved widespread acclaim, collaborating with Issey
Miyake and Tadao Ando in 2009 and winning the
LOEWE Craft Prize in 2018. Her pots are hand built
using traditional techniques of pinching and coiling.
Described by Edmund de Waal as ‘the embodiment of
place, complex and intriguing’, Lee’s hand-built, unglazed
pots centre on the interaction between materials and
elements, powerfully evoking experiences of time, place
and process in a way that feels at once ancient and
contemporary.
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Sohrab Hura, From the work Snow, 2013-ongoing.
Copyright Sohrab Hura.

Artist Projects
In 2019 Kettle’s Yard will also be working with the
following artists: Rose Garrard, Anthea Hamilton,
Ann-Marie James and Hannah Kemp-Welch.
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Kettle’s Yard reopened in February 2018 to widespread
acclaim. Its new galleries and education spaces have
been designed by Jamie Fobert Architects. Exhibitions in
2018 included ‘Actions. The image of the world can be
different’, ‘Antony Gormley SUBJECT’ and ‘Richard
Pousette-Dart: Beginnings’.
The ARTIST ROOMS touring programme is delivered by
the National Galleries of Scotland and Tate in a
partnership with Ferens Art Gallery until 2019,
supported using public funding by the National Lottery
through Arts Council England, by Art Fund and by the
National Lottery through Creative Scotland.

Julie Mehretu, Monotype #19, 2018. Monotype with printer ink
and occasional acrylic on Hahnemuhle Copperplate 300gsm. 22
x 29 inches (55.9 x 73.7 cm)

Julie Mehretu was born in Addis Ababa in 1970 and
lives and works in New York. Mehretu has exhibited
extensively including solo exhibitions at Serralves
Museum, Porto, Portugal (2017) and Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum, New York (2010). An upcoming
survey co-organised by the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art (LACMA) and the Whitney Museum of
American Art, New York, opens at LACMA in Autumn
2019 and will tour to other major US venues
throughout 2020.
Oscar Murillo studied at the University of Westminster
and Royal College of Art. He has held a number of solo
exhibitions internationally and participated in
numerous group exhibitions and biennales, including
major installations at the Venice Biennale in 2015 and
Sharjah Biennial in 2017.
Artist Unknown will include works from the eight
University of Cambridge Museums and other
collections within the University of Cambridge.

Oscar Murillo, the build-up of content and information,
2016-2018. Oil and oil stick on canvas and linen. 122 x 122
inches, 310 x 310 cm. Courtesy the artist and David Zwirner.

Jennifer Lee was born in Aberdeenshire in 1956. She
studied at Edinburgh College of Art and the Royal
College of Art. She lives and works in London. Her
work is represented in museum and private collections
worldwide. The exhibition is being curated by Sarah
Griffin, a leading expert on contemporary ceramics and
designed by Jamie Fobert Architects.
Homelands is curated by Devika Singh, a curator,
writer and leading scholar in South Asian art at the
University of Cambridge.
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Jennifer Lee, Dark flashed asymmetric, amber speckled bands,
tillted rim, 1991. 43 x 21.2cm

