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“This [house] is actually very, very
carefully put together and everything is to
be noticed, everything is to be looked at.
The more you look the more you are going
to understand. And then you turn and see
the spiral of pebbles and I understood
Anthea Hamilton has installed her own work and work by other artists in amongst
Kettle’s Yard house. Each piece was made or chosen in response to objects and archive
materials in the Kettle’s Yard collection. The installation follows on from Hamilton’s
collaboration with Kettle’s Yard at the Hepworth Wakefield in 2016/17.

Friendship

Kettle’s Yard is full of art that Jim Ede’s friends
gave him, and these relationships and the letters
and exchanges they shared were very important in
shaping how Jim chose to create Kettle’s Yard.
Inspired by this, Anthea Hamilton has invited her
own friends to share ideas and works of art in this
installation.
Jim wrote letters to his friends (usually about 12 a
day!) and often left letters tucked inside his books
for people to discover.
On top of the piano you will see an envelope
containing a letter by the artist Laëtitia Badaut
Haussmann. Anthea Hamilton has given it prized
place on top of the piano next to a precious statue,
because a letter from a friend is very precious.
However, making this envelope so noticeable can
also be frustrating, because we can’t see what’s
inside!
Conversations with friends and sharing ideas can
often lead to something new. One way that Anthea
Hamilton collaborates with artists is to suggest an
object for them to think about.

Laëtitia Badaut Haussmann
Sorry, Paul, 2018
A4 paper, ink, A4 envelope

Activity

Find a partner or friend. Choose an object in Kettle’s Yard that you think they will
find interesting or inspiring. Write a postcard for them with a drawing of this object.
Swap postcards and look at the object you partner has sent to you. Now look
around the house and find something that you think fits well with what the object
they chose – maybe because of its colour, material, size or what it shows. Draw this
on the back of the postcard, and swap it back with your friend.
Now look at both postcards together.
Primary Schools
Now imagine that all those four objects were friends and were having a conversation
with each other. How would they speak? What would they say? If they could move,
what would they do together?
Secondary Schools
Imagine those four objects were brought together in a room in your house or school.
How would you arrange them? Would you add anything else in?

Discussion

“I think there is something in a sense of generosity that is important in works of art
and there is an overwhelming generosity in Kettle’s Yard” Anthea Hamilton.
If you were to give your friend an object from Kettle’s Yard, what would it be, and
why?

Working with Materials

Anthea Hamilton Rice Cakes, 2015 Glass
These three rice cakes are made of small chips of glass, like the chips of puffed rice
in a rice cake. This work was inspired by the shape and material of five small
circular sculptures by Richard Pousette Dart which usually sit in this spot in Kettle’s
Yard. Anthea Hamilton often experiments with how a particular material can give
you strange suggestions and spark transformations.

Activity

Pick two items from the Kettle’s Yard collection, and an item you use in your
everyday life. How could you create a sculpture that combines aspects of these
objects? What shape would it be? What texture? How big would it be? Draw a
sketch of your sculpture, and give it a name.
Now find a spot in Kettle’s Yard where it could be displayed.

Collage

Jim Ede loved to bring different objects, furniture and artworks together in new
ways. You can see this throughout Kettle’s Yard, and in his book about the house, A
Way of Life, where he brought together ideas, photographs and texts.
Anthea Hamilton describes the way Jim brought these things together in Kettle’s
Yard as ‘a collage in space and time’. She notes how Jim created a form of
performance as he choreographed the journey that people took through the house.
“I have been thinking about the idea of a ‘sculpture essay’, particularly in the
journey that I had taken through the house - going up and down the stairs and
through the different rooms – in many ways it is like a text, or a network of ideas
that come together”.

Activity

As you go through the house, make a collection of different drawings, words and
rubbings from each room you go in.
Back in the studio or classroom, bring them together as a collage to make a map of

your journey through Kettle’s Yard. You could draw in arrows showing how you
moved about around the space. You might want to add in images and words from
magazines, newspapers, or maybe from a copy of something you’ve been studying in
the classroom.
What new connections can you make by bringing things together in a ‘network of
ideas’?
In the last room in the house there is a series of collages by Maria Zahle, inspired by
collages in the Kettle’s Yard collection by the artist Italo Valenti. Can you find them?

Kimonos

This kimono adapts the pattern found on the jumper that is worn by Christopher
Wood in his Self Portrait, 1927, displayed nearby. Each triangle was hand-cut and
hand-dyed using natural materials, requiring a huge amount of care and attention to
detail – inspired by the level of hard work, care and devotion that Jim Ede poured in
to looking after Kettle’s Yard.
This kimono adapts the pattern found on
the jumper that is worn by Christopher
Wood in his Self Portrait, 1927, displayed
nearby. Each triangle was hand-cut and
hand-dyed using natural materials,
requiring a huge amount of care and
attention to detail – inspired by the level
of hard work, care and devotion that Jim
Ede poured in to looking after Kettle’s
Yard.
Anthea Hamilton has created a number of
kimonos, inspired by the highly visual
Japanese art form of Kabuki theatre.
“I see the kimonos as the closest I get to
making a painting. I love the idea of it as
a frame, something flat and almost like a
cookie cutter – you can an image and put
the t-shaped template over the top of it to
create a form. […]

Anthea Hamilton
Christopher Wood
Kimono, 2016

To discuss it as a kimono also draws on
the reference to Japanese culture… but all
the time for me it’s about bringing
together several layers of research and
condensing them into an image”

Activity

Choose three colours that you remember from your visit to Kettle’s Yard.
Draw a pattern on squared paper using those colours. You might want to take
inspiration from patterns you have found in the house – whether in the works of art,
or the materials of the furniture – perhaps the rush mat spirals, the grains of wood,
or the swirls of a shell.
Now take a square of fabric and work your pattern into it. You could use a sewing
stitch, patchwork, or just felt tip pens – whatever you have available!
Can you sew everyone’s pieces together and display them?

